


spects, and they had many problems
integrating into the new work culture. This
situation affected the Dutch-speaking
Arubans also; but as the economy ex-
panded to cope with the growing popula-
tion of the island, they secured jobs in
administration, commerce, and a.smaller
oil terminal {which later closed).

In terms of their work skills, therefore, the
Indo-Arubans were again bypassed by the
new economic activity on the island. Unlike
the richer European-Arubans, they could
not afford to educate their children abroad.
This economic weakness, however, was
compensated for by their social position.
Indian farnilies were typically related (o, or
had long-standing working relationships
with, the half dozen or so leading families on
the island, and most owned a small amount
of land which provided a supplerentary
existence. With an expanding economy,
plenty of casual work, familial generosity,
and greater opportunity to retain a “tradi-
tional” attitude, the Indians were able to take
part in the rapidly increasing consumption
but generally without integrating into the
wark environment.

The influence of the American popula-
tion, like the Dutch, was always dispropor-
tionate to its size. Indeed, although the
legislative and judicial systems are Dutch,
these are barely more than a veneer on the
Americanization of the culture through the
close contact of the warkplace. The Ameri-
can immigrants came to provide new role
models with regard to consumption and
formed 2 new economic and social elite,
distinct from the existing families and non-
Caribbean immigrants. While many
Arubans joined the oil refinery and earned
relatively high wages, for Arubans who
failed to adjust to the foreign fanguage and
wark practices, their extended family and
land tenure offered a tolerable alternative.
By contrast, the English-speaking Wind-
ward Islanders, while entering at the bottomn
of the social hierarchy (and remaining there
untit a new wave of Caribbean immigrants
arrived after the war), adjusted better to the
paternalistic structure of the oil company
and, because of their more relevant skills,
were better poised to make economic pro-
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aress. In essence, the majority of the “real
Aruban” population, whatever its internal
divisions, became sandwiched between the
two groups of new immigrants.

With the arrival of the refineries, the loeal
population turned away from agriculture
and fishing. Fresh water was produced by
distillation at the Lago refinery and later by
the island authorities. Flectrical-generating
windmills which apped the steady trade
winds to provide lighting were replaced by a

central distribution systern. With respect to
individual values, Hartog speaks of a “com-
plete revolution” pointing to the shift [rom
frugatity to consumerism. The consumerist
style of life enjoyed by most Arubans today
mimics that of the dominant culture: the
nurnber of private vehicles, television sets or
air conditioners are typical of similarly
wealthy societies. I these items are not
found in more traditional homes, it may be
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only a matter of income. The social environ-
ment creates constant pressures to can-
sume. The advent of tourism and television
in Aruba (both naw also coming from Vene-
zuela) has strongly reinforced the strong
desire for material goods as status symbols.
MNevertheless there are some changes ap-
parent. While tastes in food and consump-
tion generally shifted towards the “ham-
burger” culture of the United States, there
has been a steady demand for traditional
aops. Similarly, although Arubans for many
years rejected the peasant cottages of the
past for modern air conditioned housing,
they are increasingly seeking older housing
for modernization,

The question remains, though, in what
sense can the island support this revived
interest in the older ways? Although many
traditional and modern homesteads today
grow a small amount of vegetables and fruit
and a good number grow maize or keep
goats, all of this activity is informal. Some
recent attempts to organize it into an allot-
ment system are too embryonic to be evalu-
ated. Commercial agriculture is primarily
the battery farming of chickens and pigs or
the spasmodic attempts to introduce mod-
ern techniques such as hydroponics. Be-
cause of the ease with which cheap produce
can be “dumped” from Venezuela or
shipped in from the {nited States, the
maintenance of a commercial agriculture
sector is difficult. In addition, the tradition of
woeking the land for a living is unpopular in
Aruba, as in many other Caribbean so-
cieties, reflecting the alienation instilled
by the plantation tradition, the lack of in-
come provided by farming, and the low es-
teemn placed on this activity by the new
dominant culture.

Present Realities

This brief discussion might suggest that the
question of retum to traditional values is
passe, or that the situation i beyond the
point of no return. First, the ecology of the
island is probably unable to support more
than a few thousand people without consid-
erable time, effort and expenditure, Second,
this style of life no longer seems consistent
with people's aspirations despite the com-
monly expressed sentimentality for a by-
gone age. However, there are a number of
reasons that further investigation is war-
ranted, not the least of which is that the
economy may no fonger be able to support
all islanders in the manner to which they
have become accustomed. Beyond this,
some evidence indicates that acculturation
has been incomplete. Most important is the
marginalization of many traditional

Arubans from the dominant work environ-
ment. Allhough [ndo-Arubans are to be
found at all fevels in the private and public
sectars, the relatively few in management
positions compared to Euro-Arubans, or in
skitled and rmiddle-management jobs com-
pared to Windward Islanders is evident. Typ-
icaily their formal emptoyment is in less
responsible jobs; even today this group is
trying to bridge the gap between traditional
and modern modes of work.

There are several possible alternatives for
the future of Aruba, from more rapid mod-
ernization to a more leisurely pace of devel-
opment Despite the bounty of material

The economy may no
longer be able to support
all islanders in the manner
to which they have become
accustomed.

well-being brought to the island by the re-
finery, a sentiment often expressed is that
the refinery has undermined the earlier,
more idyllic way of life. The question arises,
therefore, whether the departure of the ol
refinery coukd nol provide an opportunity
for sorne redirection of development which
is more in keeping with the traditional val-
ues of the cornmunity.

With the departure of the refinery it is
possible that Arubans may experience
greater pressure to conform to international
patterns of work (in an effort to maintain
their living standards} or, alternatively, may
find an opportunity to reorient their work
patterns towards those which are less in
conflict with traditionat values, A vitalques-
tion is in what sense the contradiction
between old and new exists in the psycho-
logical make-up of modemized indigenous
communities. For instance, one hypothesis
would be that a process of enforced rapid
change, such as that experienced by Indo-
Arubans, demands a dual mind-set—a
ronscious or unconscious schizophrenia—
which enables individuals to operate within
the externally-imposed work environmant
while retaining their memory and use of
traditional reality. In some cases this com-
partmentalization may work very well. For
example, a Dutch-trained Aruban nurse
may perfectly well “act out” the doctor's
instrusctions for administering to a patient;
but that same nurse may also advise the
patient in the traditional cures. The first be-
havior is “playing the game™; the second is
reality.

This suggests that for some people there
may be a very clear distinction between
their two cuttures—as sharp, complete and
consistent as two distinctive languages, but

without the ability to translate between
themn. Others may integrate the two compo-
nents; even if they cannat totally reconcile
contradictions, they are able to recognize
and accammodate them. Still others nei-
ther integrate nor compartmentalize well;
these typically face the greatest difficulties.
To the extent that a clear and consistent
memeory of the traditional culture remains,
itis possible that reernphasizing that culture
largely entails switching to another frame of
mind. Provided the appropriate physical
and social environment exists, this may in-
deed be passible.

The stepping back to reconnect with the
past may be also an important step forward
for a culture whose progress has been
biocked or overwhelmed by the imposition
of an external regime. Once more coherent
points of contact between the old and new
are established, the foundation for more
self-determined development is laid. In the
short run, at least there are some difficult
trade-offs to be made, even though a rmore
agreeable way of life could emerge. Whether
this is acceptable depends in farge part on
the extent to which Arubans today identify
with their indian past. [N]
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We are pleased to accepl nominations
for the seventh annual Caribbean Review
Award, an annual presentation fo honor an
individual who has contributed to the ad-
vancement of Cardbbean intellectual life.

Previous winners were Gnrdon K.
Lewis, Philp M. Sherlock, Aimé Césaire,
Sidney W.Mintz, C.L.R James, and Arturo
Morates Carridn.

Nominations are o be sent to the Editor,
Caribbean Review, Florida Internationat
University, Miami, Florida 33199. Nomina-
tions musl be received by 15 February
1986. The seventh annual Caribbean Ae-
view Award will be announced-at the 11th
annual conference of the Caribbean Stud-
ies Association in Caracas, Venezuela,
May 28-31, 1586.

The Award Commitiee consists of:
Lambros Comitas {chairman), Columbia
University, New York; Fuat Andic, Univer-
sidad de Puerto Rico, San Juan; Locksley
Edmonson, Cornell University, tthaca,
New York; Anthony P. Maingof, Florida In-
ternational University, Miari; and Andrés
Serbin, Universidad Ceniral de Venezu-
ela, Caracas.

The award recognizes individual efiort
irrespective of field, ideclogy, national ori-
gin, or place of residence. The recipient
receives a plaque and an honorarium of
$250, donated by the IMermational Affairs
Center of Forida International University.
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